Disabled Facilities Grant
This leaflet is a guide to some of the financial
help available for Cheshire West and Chester
residents with disabilities.
www.homeassistancehub.co.uk

If you are disabled and need adaptations to
your home to allow you to move around more
easily, to use essential facilities, or to stay in
your own home, you may qualify for financial
assistance from the council.
This leaflet sets out the type of financial help
that is available.
A grant is available to provide adaptations costing
more than £1,000 such as: stairlifts, ramps, level
access showers, bedroom/bathroom extensions
and kitchen alterations.

Who can apply for a Disabled
Facilities Grant?
• Owner occupiers and tenants
• If you are a council tenant, different
arrangements apply

How do I apply for a Disabled
Facilities Grant?
Before you make an application for a grant you will
need to be visited by an Occupational
Therapist to make sure that you meet the criteria
for the grant and to assess what type of work is
required to meet your needs.

You can contact the Occupational
Therapists at:
The Referral and Advice
Team, Community Services
Tel: 0151 337 6400
Following this assessment, you will be asked to
complete a form about your and your family’s
financial situation. This will help us to calculate
whether you are eligible for a grant.
Your property will also need to be inspected by a
Technical Officer to see whether the works that
the Occupational Therapist has recommended
can be reasonably and practicably carried out in
your home.
Disabled Facilities Grants are subject to a test of
resources unless the application relates to a child.

What is a Test of Resources?
The test of resources will normally apply to the
person making the application and their spouse
or partner.

What conditions apply if my
application is successful?
There are a number of conditions that apply to
Disabled Facilities Grants:

The test of resources calculates your average
weekly income, taking account of any savings
above a Government set threshold of £6,000.

• All works must be completed within 12 months
of written approval from the Council

Your total income is then set against an
assessment of your basic outgoings, which
are recognised by a range of allowances.

• For any grant above £5,000, repayment of the
grant may be required if the applicant moves
within 10 years of the completion date, up to a
maximum repayment of £10,000

The calculated figure is then used to determine
whether you need to make a contribution to
the grant.
If you are on a low income, in receipt of income
support, income-based job seekers allowance,
income-based ESA, housing benefit, or guarantee
pension credit, you will not normally have to
make a contribution; although this may be
affected if your spouse/partner has an income
and is also being assessed.

How much grant can I apply for?
The maximum grant available is £30,000,
subject to the test of resources.

Can I get help to complete
my application?

What if I need repairs to my
home?

Home Assistance Hub (HAH) offers confidential
advice, support and assistance to older and
disabled home owners to help them to stay in their
home in comfort and safety.

If your home needs other repairs you can also apply
for a Decent Homes Loan (see separate leaflet).

As well as helping home owners to apply for grants
for disabled adaptations, they run a handyperson
scheme, advise on reliable contractors and
oversee all aspects of repair or improvement
work in general.

Availability of financial resources
Please note that any grants and loans offered by the
Council are subject to available funding.

For information on this service, contact

Unit 2, Rossmore Business Village,
Inward Way, Ellesmere Port, CH65 3EY

0300 123 2010
DFG-Homeloans@homeassistancehub.co.uk
www.homeassistancehub.co.uk

